[bookmark: _Toc440262036][bookmark: _Toc440267471]SJBC Assessment Policy
[bookmark: _Toc525073182]Assessment cycles

All pupils in key stage 3 and 4 will be assessed during each term. Assessments will follow the same protocols as those in final GCSE examinations at the end of yr11. Pupils will take subject exams known as Pre Public Exams (PPE’s) over the course of a week in exam conditions in the main hall. This process helps ready them for their external exams at the end of key stage 4 by providing a sense of familiarity with the formal regulations experienced in year 11.

[bookmark: _Toc525073183]Grading Year 7-9

[image: ]Teachers mark each exam and award a percentage. Once all pupils have been awarded a percentage they are then ranked against everyone else in their year group. All pupils are then split into a relevant ‘Quintile’ as shown in the example below. In this example, where there are only 10 pupils, each quintile is populated by 2 pupils. The 1st quintile reflects those pupils who have achieved the highest scores, working down sequentially to the 5th quintile for pupils who achieved the lowest scores. Both years 7 and 8 contain a little over 100 pupils and so in the real world each quintile would be populated by a little over 20 pupils.  Each report will identify the quintile each pupil has reached for each of their subjects. The final column on the report then shows the average quintile for all the subjects combined. Additionally we have taken all pupils key stage 2 scores that were achieved in yr6, ranked these and place all pupils into a quintile according to these. This helps to give a measure of context to pupils performance. If, for example, a pupil sits in the 5th quintile for their key stage 2 scores but has achieved predominately 4th quintile results in their exams then this indicates positive progress and should be viewed as such.

[bookmark: _Toc525073184]Data Year 7-8

Data from these assessments is shared with staff after each round of PPE’s. Teachers should then share this information with pupils who record their quintile on the front cover of their assessments folders (shown below). 


[bookmark: _Toc525073185]Grading Year 9-11

As above years 9-10 complete PPE’s during the same assessment period as yr7-8. However pupils should then be awarded a current GCSE grade (1-9). Subjects will need to agree their own grade boundaries for these informed by exam board history. It is expected that pupils in year 9 will be working in the lower boundaries as they are new to course content. Grades should be awarded for the PPE sat using these boundaries and it is expected that many pupils may remain at this grade throughout the year as they are assessed on different content areas. As with Year 7-8 teachers are then responsible for recording pupils grades on SIMS.
[bookmark: _Toc525073186]Data Year 9-11
Once all GCSE grades have been recorded the school uses 4 matrix to analyse the results. All teachers have access to this and training can be provided for anyone who needs additional support. All teachers can view the results for all pupils in all subjects. HoDs and bucket leads will share analysis of this data with staff. 
[bookmark: _Toc525073187]Assessment Folders
[image: ]Each pupil should be provided with an assessment folder for each of their subjects. This is where all assessed work should be stored. Pupils are expected to complete a class based assessment every 2/3 weeks, depending on the volume of lessons they may have within each subject area. These assessments can be peer marked, marked by the teacher or gone through together as a class. There is no requirement for written feedback. Pupils should be aware of their progress and teachers should use these mini assessments to inform planning for subsequent lessons where misconceptions should be addressed. 












[bookmark: _Toc525073188]Marking
Formal marking takes place 3 times per year at the completion of each PPE. This follows a whole class feedback method. Teachers should mark each test and submit a percentage on SIMS for their classes. Additionally, they complete a marking crib sheet (1 per class) highlighting the pupils who have done well and the areas requiring development. By releasing teachers from the time consuming task of providing individual feedback to each pupil teachers can spend their time planning subsequent lessons that seek to address concerns, clarify misconceptions and embed additional content. 

[bookmark: _Toc440262044][bookmark: _Toc440267477][bookmark: _Toc525073189]Homework and Independent Learning
Students who complete meaningful homework on a regular basis will be far more successful than those that don’t. Homework should not consist of finishing off class work or revising, it must have structure to make it effective. 
Homework in St John Bosco College is teacher-led structured revision.
It is widely recognised that working at home makes an important contribution to student progress. The focus of homework is to help students embed knowledge, revise work and learning from class, read around subject knowledge and develop independent study skills. 

[bookmark: _Toc525073190]Homework for Assessment
Students have regular tests (every 2 weeks or 3 weeks depending on subject needs) across KS3 and 4. The dates and topics for these, as well as clearly defined revision materials, are posted for students and parents on line via the Show My Homework Platform. Students need to revise regularly for these tests following the structured revision timetables below. Maths will also set additional practice homework for Years 7 – 11 via the My Maths app. Science will set additional homework via the Tassomi learning platform for Years 9 -11.
Additional supplementary written or research homework may be set by teachers to develop particular strands of knowledge as required. 
Each child should read for at least 30 minutes a day. In Year 7 and 8 all students must take a test on Accelerated Reader to make sure that they were reading it properly and that it was the right level for them.

Revision timetables  please note that these constitute the minimum requirements of regular homework and are not only for pre-exam periods.  Students should revise regularly for all subjects throughout the year to build up knowledge in a systematic and developmental way. 


[bookmark: _Toc525073191]Revision Timetables
Year 7 - 8 revision timetable
Students should study each subject with a 5 minute break in between. Encourage your child to demonstrate their learning through the use of flash cards, mind maps, notes pages or self-made revision presentations. 

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Weekend 

	30 mins
	English
	Maths
	Science
	Religion 
	History 
	English 

	30 mins
	Maths
	Science
	Religion 
	Geography 
	English 
	Maths

	30 mins
	Science
	Religion 
	Maths 
	English
	Music
	Science

	30 mins
	DT
	English
	English
	Art 
	MFL
	MFL

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Religion 

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	History

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Geography 

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Art 



Year 9 revision timetable
Students should study each subject with a 5 minute break in between. Encourage your child to demonstrate their learning through the use of flash cards, mind maps, notes pages or self-made revision presentations. 

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Weekend 

	30 mins
	English
	Maths
	Science
	Religion 
	History 
	English 

	30 mins
	Maths
	Science
	Religion 
	Geography 
	English 
	Maths

	30 mins
	Science
	Religion 
	Maths 
	English
	Music
	Science

	30 mins
	DT
	English
	English
	Art 
	Science
	MFL

	30 mins
	MFL
	MFL 
	MFL
	Maths
	Religion 
	Religion 

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	History

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Geography 

	30 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Art 



Year 10 - 11 revision timetable
Students should study each subject with a 5 minute break in between. Encourage your child to demonstrate their learning through the use of flash cards, mind maps, notes pages or self-made revision presentations. 

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Weekend 

	40 mins
	English
	Maths
	Science
	Religion 
	Option 1
	English 

	40 mins
	Maths
	Science
	Religion 
	Option 2
	English 
	Maths

	40 mins
	Science
	Religion 
	Maths 
	English
	Option 3
	Science

	40 mins
	Option 1
	English
	English
	Option 3
	Option 2
	Option 1

	40 mins
	PE
	Option 3
	Option 2
	Option 1
	PE
	Religion 

	40 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Option 2

	40 mins
	
	
	
	
	
	Option 3




Year 12 and 13
In addition to study at school, we recommend all students revise 20 hours per week for their studies, which works out to at least 1 hour per subject each day. The content/style of this work is varied according to the requirements of the specific subjects and courses each student follow 
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