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“Let us not become weary in doing good.”
Galatians 6:9

As we begin the week ahead, let us remember that progress comes through patience, effort and perseverance. When
something feels difficult, may we keep trying and encourage those around us to do the same.

Through Respect, Understanding, Affection and Humour, may we support one another, celebrate every effort and help each
person face the week with confidence and hope.

Thursday 24 September - Prize Evening (18:00-19.00),
school closes early 13:50
Thursday 1 October - Open Evening (17:00-19:00) -
early finish at 13:50

This has been a particularly busy week for staff and students at St John Bosco College as
we welcomed Ofsted inspectors into school. I would like to thank our students and staff for
the calm, positive and purposeful way in which they approached the inspection, and I am
also very grateful to those parents and carers who took the time to complete the Ofsted
Parent View survey and share their views. We expect to receive the published inspection
report in around a month’s time and, once it is available, we will share it with families.

This week’s edition of In Touch also contains a number of useful reminders and updates,
including important information about Free School Meals and our forthcoming Open
Evening which takes place on Thursday 1 October from 5.00–7.00pm. I would be very
grateful if parents and carers could help us to spread the word among friends, neighbours
and families who may be considering secondary school choices for next year.

In this edition we include a feature on keeping children safe online. The digital world is
changing rapidly, and schools and families have an increasingly important shared role in
helping young people navigate social media, gaming, messaging, AI-generated content and
other online spaces safely and responsibly. We hope the article will offer some practical
advice for parents and carers and help prompt useful conversations at home.

Finally, we look forward this week to our Prize Evening this Thursday, 24 September, when
we will have the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students across the school
with our special guest Anne Reyersbach, founder and chair of the Alf Dubs Annual Lecture
Trust.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership.

https://www.instagram.com/sjbc_battersea
https://www.instagram.com/sjbc_battersea
https://twitter.com/SJBC_London
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https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBoscoCollegeLondon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyPhH7-SzKtlzpTibM9C-Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyPhH7-SzKtlzpTibM9C-Q
https://twitter.com/SJBC_London
https://www.linkedin.com/school/6839290


YEAR 7 SCIENCE
Year 7 class used Bunsen burners for
the first time following a clear
demonstration on how to use both the
burning and safety flames. Students
were attentive during the
demonstration and then confidently
applied the correct procedures,
including safely lighting and adjusting
the flame. They followed safety
instructions well, demonstrated
increasing independence when
handling the equipment, and showed
enthusiasm for developing their
practical science skills.

DISH OF THE WEEK – FRUIT TARTS

Well done to Immaculee and Emily
for their stunning fruit tarts which
they made this week in their food
lessons! Ms Henry was absolutely
impressed with their colourful
sweetness! 



If you have not applied, the school
will not be able to continue

providing Free School Meals from 
Monday 21 September.

The way families apply for Free School Meals has changed. If your child
is eligible, you now need to apply to make sure they can continue

receiving free meals in school.

FINAL REMINDER: FREE SCHOOL MEALS

We have written to families about this
previously, and this is a final reminder.

Free School Meal eligibility will not
automatically renew each year, so even if
your child has received Free School Meals

before, you still need to make sure the
application has been completed.

 From September 2026, free school meals in 
England have expanded to all children in 

households receiving Universal Credit, 
regardless of how much you earn. 

It's one of the biggest changes to free school meals in years,
with over half a million more children expected to qualify.

Run a free eligibility check now to find out straight away
whether your child qualifies for free school meals.

https://fsm.lgfl.net/app

Please apply as soon as possible using the link below.

It is also important to apply because the school receives additional funding
linked to eligible pupils. This funding helps us provide wider support,

opportunities and resources for your child and other pupils across the school.

Please do not miss out — apply today using this link:
https://fsm.lgfl.net/

 There is an FAQ section within the tracker to assist with any queries:
https://lgfl.net/services/free-school-meals/faq

Is my child

eligible for free

school meals? 

Please do not
miss out — apply
today using link

below 

https://fsm.lgfl.net/app
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://lgfl.net/services/free-school-meals/faq


Keep personal information private

Know what your child is using
Ask your child which AI apps and
chatbots they use and, importantly,
what they use them for. Regular, open
conversations are often more effective
than simply checking a child’s phone.

Remind them that AI can be wrong

AI can sound very convincing while
giving inaccurate or misleading
information. Encourage children to
check important information against
trusted sources and remember that
AI-generated photographs, videos
and voices may not be genuine.

Talk about AI, don’t just ban it

 

Perhaps the most important thing we can do is keep talking. Ask your child to show

you what AI can do, try it together and discuss both its benefits and its risks. This

fits closely with our Salesian approach at St John Bosco College: young people are

safest when they know that trusted adults are interested in their lives, available to

listen and ready to help when something doesn’t feel right.

Keep trusted adults at the centre
AI can support learning, but it cannot replace a parent, teacher or another 
trusted adult. If an AI conversation makes your child feel frightened, 
uncomfortable or pressured, or produces sexual, violent or otherwise harmful material, 
encourage them to stop, tell an adult and report the content through the platform.

Check age limits and safety settings
Make sure children use their correct age when
creating accounts. Check privacy settings,
parental controls and content restrictions.
There is currently no UK Government list of AI
apps that are officially considered “safe” for
children, so age restrictions should always be
taken seriously.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE WHEN USING AI 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is increasingly part of young people’s
everyday lives. AI tools can be incredibly useful for learning,
creativity and exploring new ideas but, like all online technology,
they need to be used safely and responsibly. At SJBC, we encourage
parents and carers to take an active interest in how their children
are using AI.

Find out more

 

Five simple things parents can do:

Children should not give AI tools personal
details such as their address, passwords, school
information, private photographs or information
about other people. They should also be
cautious about using AI chatbots for very
personal or emotional conversations.

Forstraightforward,practical advice about AI, social media, parental
controls, online risks and talking to children about their online lives,
parents and carers can visit the UK Safer Internet Centre:

UK Safer Internet Centre – Advice for Parents and Carers

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers


GET A TASTE OF TEACHING WITH 
XAVIER TEACH SOUTHEAST’S LONDON HUB

Tuesday 29  Septemberth

at 9.30* - 11.30am

DON’T JUST IMAGINE IT. EXPERIENCE IT.

Register at
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/eB

mmVkPWQc

*Timing subject to change depending on lesson to be
observed

or scan here to register

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/eBmmVkPWQc
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/eBmmVkPWQc


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Gjx94Pbak0OcPRxWSKVMQY90f1Ypo-FIuM-RBzwi1O5UREJBUURHSTM5REo1Rkk1MTlESFRHNjZGWS4u&route=shorturl


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Gjx94Pbak0OcPRxWSKVMQY90f1Ypo-FIuM-RBzwi1O5UREJBUURHSTM5REo1Rkk1MTlESFRHNjZGWS4u&route=shorturl




https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rPXT2QP4vkmUnxSnB010p9w8mAGYknZGsTrrKWVcdD5UMUVZWDI5NUFJOUVEMEpZOEpFRTFKWEdTWS4u&route=shorturl

	ST JOHN BOSCO COLLEGE
	ISSUE 104 /21 September 2026

	IN
	TOUCH
	MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
	This has been a particularly busy week for staff and students at St John Bosco College as we welcomed Ofsted inspectors into school. I would like to thank our students and staff for the calm, positive and purposeful way in which they approached the inspection, and I am also very grateful to those parents and carers who took the time to complete the Ofsted Parent View survey and share their views. We expect to receive the published inspection report in around a month’s time and, once it is available, we will share it with families.
	This week’s edition of In Touch also contains a number of useful reminders and updates, including important information about Free School Meals and our forthcoming Open Evening which takes place on Thursday 1 October from 5.00–7.00pm. I would be very grateful if parents and carers could help us to spread the word among friends, neighbours and families who may be considering secondary school choices for next year.
	In this edition we include a feature on keeping children safe online. The digital world is changing rapidly, and schools and families have an increasingly important shared role in helping young people navigate social media, gaming, messaging, AI-generated content and other online spaces safely and responsibly. We hope the article will offer some practical advice for parents and carers and help prompt useful conversations at home.
	Finally, we look forward this week to our Prize Evening this Thursday, 24 September, when we will have the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students across the school with our special guest Anne Reyersbach, founder and chair of the Alf Dubs Annual Lecture Trust.
	Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership.
	“Let us not become weary in doing good.”

	KEY
	DATES
	Thursday 24 September - Prize Evening (18:00-19.00),               school closes early 13:50
	Thursday 1 October - Open Evening (17:00-19:00) -                     early finish at 13:50

	FINAL REMINDER: FREE SCHOOL MEALS

	DON’T JUST IMAGINE IT. EXPERIENCE IT.
	GET A TASTE OF TEACHING WITH
	XAVIER TEACH SOUTHEAST’S LONDON HUB


	Tuesday 29th September
	at 9.30* - 11.30am
	Register at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/eBmmVkPWQc
	or scan here to register


