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This final week of the Autumn term saw a number of special moments, including our Festival of
Liturgy and Carols and Year 7 Commissioning service in the Sacred Heart Parish Church, which
brought students, families and staff together to mark the season and strengthen our sense of
community. In this edition we also share inspiring examples of student achievement and character,
from Jack Petchey Award winners and Virtus et Sapientia Scholarship recipients, to Sixth Form
students benefiting from career-focused opportunities such as Bosco Discovery Talks and T Level
placements. These experiences highlight the ambition, kindness and resilience shown by our
young people each day.

As we look ahead to January, I would like to remind parents and carers that PPE examinations for
students in Years 7–10 will take place in the second week of the new term. Full timetables are
included in this edition and available via Microsoft Teams. Over the holiday period, we encourage
students to balance rest and celebration with some light, manageable revision to help them feel
confident and prepared.
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“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  John 1:5
As Christmas draws near, we stand on the threshold of wonder, where God’s light quietly enters our ordinary

days. In the midst of waiting and longing, Advent teaches us to watch for grace unfolding in gentle,
unexpected ways. May this season awaken gratitude, deepen compassion, and ready our hearts to welcome

Christ anew. As the celebration approaches, may we carry His light to one another with joy and humility.

6  January - School starts at normal timeth

6th January - Epiphany
12  January - PPE years 7 -10th

30 January - Feast of St John Bosco

As we now break for the Christmas holidays, I would like to wish all our
families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. Thank you,
as always, for your continued support. We look forward to welcoming
students back to school at the normal time of 8.30am on Tuesday 6
January 2026, refreshed and ready for the 
term ahead.

https://www.instagram.com/sjbc_battersea
https://www.instagram.com/sjbc_battersea
https://twitter.com/SJBC_London
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBoscoCollegeLondon/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBoscoCollegeLondon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyPhH7-SzKtlzpTibM9C-Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyPhH7-SzKtlzpTibM9C-Q
https://twitter.com/SJBC_London
https://www.linkedin.com/school/6839290


A BEAUTIFUL SERVICE OF LITURGY AND CAROLS AT SACRED HEART CHURCH
Yesterday, our school community came together
for a truly beautiful Service of Liturgy and Carols
at Sacred Heart Church, marking the end of
term and preparing our hearts for Christmas
during the season of Advent.
 

The service was a rich celebration of faith,
learning and togetherness, attended by
students, parents, governors, staff and friends of
the school. We were treated to thoughtful and
moving contributions from across the school,
including reflective readings from our Year 9 and
Year 10 Enquiry groups, and a wonderful
musical performance from the Year 10
ensemble. One particularly special moment was
hearing Silent Night sung in German, reminding
us of the universal message of peace at the
heart of Christmas.

The Bible readings and reflections helped us to pause,
reflect, and truly prepare for the coming of Christ,
capturing the spirit of Advent beautifully.
 

Within the same service, we also held our Year 7
Commissioning, warmly welcoming our newest students
as full members of our school community. Although they
are no longer quite so “new” after four months with us,
this moment marked an important milestone. Students
received their badges and made commitments to uphold
the school’s ethos, to strive to do their best for
themselves, their local community and the wider world.
 

Following the service, the celebrations continued with
mulled wine, home-made cakes and festive crafts at a
Christmas fair outside the church. The atmosphere was
joyful, welcoming and full of connection.
 

It was a powerful reminder of the strength of our
community and the shared values that bind us together.
This is truly what it feels like to be part of SJBC 



ADVENT AND THE NATIVITY IN KS3

During this Advent season,
students in Key Stage 3 have
been learning about the
meaning of Advent and the
story of the Nativity in their
lessons. Through discussion,
creative tasks and reflection,
students have explored
themes of waiting, hope and
preparation, as well as the
significance of the birth of
Jesus.

Fr Andrew has been especially proud of the
thoughtful and creative work produced by students,
which shows both understanding and care in how
they have engaged with these important parts of the
Christian story. It has been a meaningful way for
students to prepare for Christmas and deepen their
understanding of the season.



ADVENT SERVICE FOR SAVIO AND DEVEREUX COMMUNITIES
We were delighted to welcome students,
staff and parents from our Savio and
Devereux bases to a special Advent Service
held in the Salesian House.

It was a calm and prayerful moment in the
school calendar, offering a chance to
pause, reflect and prepare our hearts for
Christmas together. We were particularly
pleased to be joined by members of the
Governing Body, whose presence meant a
great deal to our community.

Fr Greg led the service and spoke beautifully about
the meaning of Advent, helping everyone to
understand this season of waiting, hope and
preparation in an accessible and thoughtful way.
The atmosphere was peaceful and reflective,
perfectly capturing the spirit of Advent.

The service was followed by time to celebrate together, with food, laughter and shared enjoyment,
a reminder that community, joy and togetherness are at the heart of our Salesian RUAH ethos.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make the occasion so special.



CELEBRATING OUR JACK PETCHEY AWARD WINNERS
We are delighted to share that three of our pupils
have been successful in this round of Jack Petchey
funding, following a number of thoughtful
nominations highlighting their character, kindness
and RUAH filled positive impact on others.

The nominations received by Mr Rowland included
some genuinely moving reflections on how these
pupils contribute to school life, and we are proud to
celebrate them below.

🌟 Jack Petchey Award Winners 🌟

Giulia A (Year 12)
Giulia is consistently generous with her time and
support, particularly towards younger pupils in the
Art department. She is a positive and encouraging
role model, combining a strong commitment to her
own studies with a genuine desire to help others
succeed.

Janelle A (Year 10)
Despite receiving disappointing personal news in
October, Janelle demonstrated exceptional
compassion and resilience. Shortly afterwards, she
noticed a younger pupil unable to afford a drink from
the canteen vending machine and quietly paid for it
herself, without seeking any recognition. This small
but powerful act reflects her strong values and
kindness.

Ronnie D (Year 7) 
Ronnie is known for his friendly, respectful
attitude and positive energy. During a
recent football fixture, he stood out as an
excellent role model, encouraging and
supporting others throughout the event. His
conduct exemplifies teamwork, positivity
and leadership.

About the Jack Petchey Foundation

The Jack Petchey Foundation is a well-
established UK charity that works with
secondary schools to recognise young
people who demonstrate outstanding
character, leadership and commitment to
others. Award funding is then used to
benefit the wider school community.

We congratulate all three pupils on this
well-deserved recognition and thank them
for the positive RUAH example they set
every day.
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INSPIRING TALK WITH HANNAH REID — HEAD OF PEOPLE AT APPLE

Hannah’s remarkable career spans more than 20 years in Human Resources, working with global
organisations and leading teams across multiple continents. She began her career in HR after studying
journalism and building strong foundations in employment law and people strategy. Over time, she has been
recognised for her influential leadership, including being named as one of the Top Three Senior Leaders at the
Black British Business Awards and one of the Top 100 Most Influential Black Women — accolades that reflect
her impact on inclusion, diversity and leadership excellence. 

On Tuesday before Christmas, our
students had the privilege of hearing from
an extraordinary leader, Hannah Reid, the
People Director for Europe, Middle East,
India and Africa (EMEIA) at Apple — one
of the world’s most innovative and
influential organisations. 

What made Hannah’s talk especially inspiring for our community is her story of roots and resilience. Growing
up in West London, she worked hard academically and professionally, navigating opportunities and
challenges with determination and purpose. Today, she is not only a globally respected corporate leader but
also a proud mother of two boys a reminder to our students and families that success is achievable through
commitment, curiosity and self-belief. 

During her visit, Hannah encouraged pupils to start writing their own story now. Whether it’s preparing for job
applications, writing personal statements, auditioning for apprenticeships, or preparing for interviews, you will
be asked to tell your story. If you haven’t started shaping your narrative yet, that can become a challenge...so
begin today. What you do in and around school matters: your reading, extracurricular activities, leadership
roles and the way you take initiative all contribute to that story.

At the end of her talk, Hannah generously agreed to be interviewed by our Year 12 students, Shalom and
Gabriel. Their insightful interview will feature in the next Newsflash, and we can’t wait to share what Hannah
had to say!
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK – PARENT PULSE SURVEY

Thank you to all parents and carers who took the time to complete our                             
recent Parent Pulse Survey. We were really encouraged by the strong 
response across all year groups, which gives us valuable insight into what is 
working well for our students and where we can continue to improve. 

🔹 We are particularly pleased that over 90% of parents told us their child feels happy
and safe at St John Bosco College, and that the vast majority feel the school promotes
respect, inclusion and a strong sense of belonging. 

🔹 Parents also shared positive feedback about friendships, pastoral care and the
supportive relationships students have with staff. 

🔹 As with any honest survey, a small number of areas for development were
highlighted, including the importance of continued consistency in behaviour
management, making emotional wellbeing support even more visible, and exploring
further life skills opportunities for older students. 

We are grateful for this constructive feedback, which directly informs our improvement
work. Your voice really matters, and we encourage all families to continue engaging with
future surveys so we can keep working together to make the school even better for every
child. 

SIXTH FORM CAKE SALE RAISES OVER £300

Our Sixth Form students held a highly successful
cake sale last week, offering an impressive
range of treats including jelly rice, samosas,
cakes, soft drinks, and many other homemade
favourites. We are delighted to share that the
event raised over £300. 

This amount will be divided between two causes:

1. Humanitarian Relief for Sudan
Sudan continues to face a devastating crisis. As of
December 2025, ongoing conflict has displaced
millions, with severe shortages of food, medicine,
and essential supplies. Funds raised will contribute
to relief efforts supporting families affected by the
violence and instability.

2. Year 13 Prom Fund
Part of the money will support the Year 13 Prom
taking place after the A Level exams in the summer,
helping students create a memorable celebration to
mark the end of their school journey.
Thank you to all students, families, and staff who
baked, bought, donated, and supported the event. 



VIRTUS ET SAPIENTIA SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED
This week, we were delighted to see ten students from Years 12 and 13 awarded a £500
Virtus et Sapientia Scholarship, in recognition of their outstanding achievements.

The Virtus et Sapientia (Virtue and Wisdom) Scholarship is awarded by the Governing Body
to students who demonstrate excellent academic commitment and achievement, and/or who
have made an exceptional contribution to the life, ethos and values of St John Bosco
College, while maintaining strong academic standards. These awards are intended to
support students in their sixth form studies and to recognise effort, integrity and aspiration
alongside attainment.

Each of the recipients has shown real dedication to their studies, commitment to the wider
school community, and a maturity of character that reflects our Salesian ethos. The
scholarships provide practical financial support, but just as importantly, they signal the
Governors’ belief in these students’ potential and future success.

The Governors have asked us to share how proud and genuinely thrilled they are of this
group of students, and to congratulate them warmly on this achievement. We look forward
to seeing how they continue to grow, contribute and lead during the remainder of their time
in the Sixth Form.

Congratulations to all of our scholarship recipients.



YEAR 13 SPANISH: CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS THROUGH FOOD
We are pleased to share a lovely update from a recent
Year 13 Spanish lesson, where students brought in
traditional Christmas foods from different Spanish-speaking
countries.

The lesson offered a rich cultural experience, encouraging
students to use Spanish authentically while exploring
festive traditions from across the Spanish-speaking world.
Students presented their dishes, learned new vocabulary in
context, and discussed similarities and differences in
Christmas customs, before enjoying tasting and comparing
the food together.

Dishes included:
Tortilla española – a traditional Spanish omelette with
potatoes
Buñuelos – sweet fried dough commonly eaten at
Christmas
Cuñapé – a Bolivian cheese bread shared during
celebrations
Palmeritas – crisp, flaky pastry biscuits dusted with
sugar

Many of the dishes were home-made, adding to the care
and pride students brought to the lesson. It was a
wonderful example of language learning brought to life
through culture, food and shared experience.

Photos from the lesson showcase the students’ fantastic
cuisine. Thank you to Ms Cruz for making this happen! 



UPCOMING PPE EXAMS FOR YEARS 7–10 – JANUARY
A reminder that PPE exams for Years 7–10 will take place in the second week of January.
Full exam timetables have been published on In Touch and are also available on students’
Microsoft Teams channels.

Please encourage your child to begin preparing now. Over the Christmas break, it’s important
that students balance festive celebrations with some regular, manageable revision. They
should make good use of their knowledge organisers, class notes and the revision materials
uploaded to their Class Teams pages.

Thank you for your support in helping students get off to a strong start in the new term.








