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“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Acts 20:35

As our Harvest collection continues, let us remember the difference that even a small act of generosity can make. By sharing
what we have, we show care for those in need and put our faith into action.

Through Respect, Understanding, Affection and Humour, may we give generously, look out for one another and help build a
community where kindness and compassion can flourish.

Thursday 8 October - Open Morning (09:00-11:00)
Thursday 15 October - Open Morning (09:00-11:00)
Thursday 22 October - Sixth Form Open Evening (17:00-19:00) -
early finish 13:50
Friday 23 October - Break up for Half Term (15:30)

This week’s edition of In Touch reflects a busy and varied start to October. Our
Harvest collection is now underway, providing an opportunity for students and
families to support the Wandsworth Foodbank and to put our values of generosity
and service into practice. We are grateful for any donations families are able to
contribute.

There is also plenty to celebrate across the school. Congratulations to our Year 8
Girls’ Basketball Team on their recent victory against Harris Battersea, and it has
been encouraging to see our Sixth Form students continuing to benefit from the
Bosco Discovery Talks, with recent speakers including Jeanne Rathbone and Joanna
Bogle.

This edition also includes an important reminder about safe journeys to and from
school. I would encourage parents and carers to take a few minutes to discuss
routes, travel arrangements and what their child should do if they ever feel worried
or unsafe while travelling.

Thank you to everyone who supported our recent Open Evening. We now look
forward to our Open Mornings on 8 and 15 October, as well as our Sixth Form Open
Evening on 22 October. Please continue to spread the word among families who may
be considering St John Bosco College for their child.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

https://www.instagram.com/sjbc_battersea
https://www.instagram.com/sjbc_battersea
https://twitter.com/SJBC_London
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBoscoCollegeLondon/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnBoscoCollegeLondon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyPhH7-SzKtlzpTibM9C-Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyPhH7-SzKtlzpTibM9C-Q
https://twitter.com/SJBC_London
https://www.linkedin.com/school/6839290


ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK OPENING MASS FOR NEW ACADEMIC YEAR
On Friday, 18, 2026, some pupils from
our Chaplaincy team, together with
Rev. Sixtus and Bro Solomon, proudly
represented our school community at
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Southwark's Opening School Mass for
the new academic year, held at St
George’s Cathedral in Southwark. The
Mass was graced by pupils from
secondary and primary schools, as
well as chaplains, teachers, members
of the leadership team, chief executive
officers of trusts, and staff from the
Archdiocese’s education service.

The Eucharistic Celebration was presided
over by His Grace, the Most Reverend
John Wilson, Archbishop of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark. He
warmly welcomed all attendees and
expressed his gratitude for the profound
work being done in the field of education
across the Archdiocese. During the homily,
he invited willing pupils from different
schools to join him in the sanctuary to
reflect on the gospel passage about what it
means to know, love and serve Jesus. A
good number of pupils, including three of
ours, flooded the sanctuary, where
Archbishop John delivered a participatory
homily in a question-and-answer format,
with the pupils answering the questions.

After the Homily, the chaplains, head of schools and CEOs renewed their
commitment to serving the Archdiocese Education mission before the Archbishop,
who prayed and blessed them. During his closing remarks, the Archbishop awarded
the Archbishop medal of Honour to Mr and Mrs Barry and Margaret Mizen MBEs for
their remarkable service in education through the Mizen Foundation and for their
witness of forgiveness and peace, turning the tragic loss of their son Jimmy into an
opportunity to educate young people about peace, forgiveness and the devastating
impacts of violence.



YEAR 8 GIRLS CELEBRATE BASKETBALL VICTORY
Congratulations to our Year
8 Girls’ Basketball Team,
who secured a fantastic 25–
19 victory against Harris
Battersea this week.

The girls put in an excellent
performance, showing great
teamwork, determination and
skill throughout the fixture.
Their hard work and positive
attitude were rewarded with a
well-deserved win.

Well done to the whole team
– a brilliant result and
something to be very proud
of!

We would be grateful if parents and
carers could take a few minutes to
review their child’s journey to and from
school with them.

SUPPORTING SAFE JOURNEYS TO AND FROM SCHOOL

Please ensure that your
child knows their usual
route, expected journey
time and what to do if
they feel worried or
unsafe. 

KNOW THE ROUTE
Where students travel with a
mobile phone, we encourage
families to agree how and
when they should make
contact, particularly if plans
change or they are delayed.

AGREE MOBILE PHONE USE

Students should be reminded
not to engage with strangers
and, if they ever feel unsafe,
to move to a busy public
place such as a shop and 
ask a member of staff for help
while contacting home.

STAY SAFE
If your child raises any 
concerns about their 
journey, please discuss these 
with them and let their form tutor or
pastoral team know where
appropriate so that we can support.

SHARE CONCERNS



Bosco Discovery Talks with Jeanne Rathbone

We were delighted to
welcome local Battersea
legend Jeanne Rathbone to
speak to our Y12 students
as part of our weekly Bosco
talks. 

Jeanne’s talk focused on her recent book
‘Inspiring Women of Battersea’ which was
published in 2022. Her research into local
women spans well over 100 years, finishing
with Fara Williams, England Lioness and former
resident of the Winstanley estate. Jeanne
herself grew up in the West of Ireland before
moving to Battersea as a teenager in the 1960s. 

Bosco Discovery Talks with Joanna Bogle

'The Y12 students were
delighted to hear from
noted historian Joanna
Bogle at their weekly Bosco
Talk. 

Bosco
Discovery
Talks

talks to aw
aken curiosity

Bosco
Discovery
Talks

talks to aw
aken curiosity

Joanna has written extensively about Catholic history in Britain and she took
the students through an interesting range of famous English Catholics and
their significance in British history. Her talk mainly focused on the Catholic
revival during the Victorian era. Joanna is an academic at St Mary's
Twickenham.





We’re using Arbor’s free Parent
Portal and Arbor App 

Contact the school office if you have questions about Arbor, the
App or Parent Portal. Tell us the type and model of your phone,
e.g. an iPhone SE, and include screenshots or screen recordings.

To safeguard student data in line with General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR), Arbor only works directly with schools.
Some tips to try:

1.Ensure your username is the email address you use for Arbor. 
Ask us to check the email address linked to your account. 
2.Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this.

3.If the login email was sent to you more than 96 hours ago, the 
password link will have expired. Ask us to send it again.
4.Ask the school office to check that your email address has not 

been used twice - e.g. on another guardian or child's profile.
5.Enter the birthday of one of your children to log in. 

6.Only relatives who are Primary Guardians of a child can access 
the Arbor App. Ask us to check you can access Arbor.

1.Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arbor is ready - you won’t be able to log in before

2.Click the link in your welcome email to set up your password

3.Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arbor’

4.Click ‘Install’ on Android or ‘Get’ on iPhone then open the App

5.Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password

6.Accept the Terms & Conditions and enter your child’s birthday

We’ve chosen Arbor to help us manage our school. 

Arbor is a simple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps us work 
faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school. The Arbor App and Parent Portal mean we can keep 
you informed about your child’s life at school in a much more accessible way. Log into Arbor to see and 
update your child’s information, get live updates and make payments or bookings on the go!
The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptop) and you can download the Arbor App 
from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; iOS 10.0 and upwards).

How to get started

Need help using Arbor?



Build safeguarding confidence

Understand exploitation
and risks beyond home

Practical tools to
spot risks early

Parents & carers of young people aged 9+
Wandsworth residents only

1.George Turner from Carney’s Community
2.Davis Williams from Manhood Academy
3.Young Person & Parent with Lived Experience

Who is it for?

Guest Speakers

What you’ll gain

Free food provided at
the in-person session

Only 25 in person
spaces available 

Caius House
2 Holman Rd
London SW11 3RL
Online: Microsoft Teams

Thursday,
8 October 2026

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Arrival at 5:30pm

PARENTS/CARERS WORKSHOP
 Session 2

Contextual Safeguarding & Exploitation

Learn how to recognise risks beyond the home and keep your children safe. 

Register Now
 ScantheQRcodeto secure your place

More workshops coming soon on Online Safety & Knife Crime Awareness

Delivered in partnership with 
Wandsworth Council’s Community Safety and Children’s Services



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rPXT2QP4vkmUnxSnB010p9w8mAGYknZGsTrrKWVcdD5UMUVZWDI5NUFJOUVEMEpZOEpFRTFKWEdTWS4u&route=shorturl


If you have not applied, the school
will not be able to continue

providing Free School Meals from 
Monday 21 September.

The way families apply for Free School Meals has changed. If your child
is eligible, you now need to apply to make sure they can continue

receiving free meals in school.

FINAL REMINDER: 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS 2026

We have written to families about this
previously, and this is a final reminder.

Free School Meal eligibility will not
automatically renew each year, so even if
your child has received Free School Meals

before, you still need to make sure the
application has been completed.

 From September 2026, free school meals in 
England have expanded to all children in 

households receiving Universal Credit, 
regardless of how much you earn. 

It's one of the biggest changes to free school meals in years,
with over half a million more children expected to qualify.

Run a free eligibility check now to find out straight away
whether your child qualifies for free school meals.

https://fsm.lgfl.net/app

Please apply as soon as possible using the link below.

It is also important to apply because the school receives additional funding
linked to eligible pupils. This funding helps us provide wider support,

opportunities and resources for your child and other pupils across the school.

Please do not miss out — apply today using this link:
https://fsm.lgfl.net/

 There is an FAQ section within the tracker to assist with any queries:
https://lgfl.net/services/free-school-meals/faq

Is my child

eligible for free

school meals? 

Please do not
miss out — apply
today using link

below 

https://fsm.lgfl.net/app
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://lgfl.net/services/free-school-meals/faq
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