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EXAM DATES

FRIDAY 24TH MAY 2019 MONDAY 3RD JUNE 2019

GOLDEN RULE

ANSWER EVERY QUESTION ON THE PAPER!

YOU CAN ONLY GAIN MARKS IF YOU WRITE SOMETHING!



EXAM AND REVISION TIPS


✘

1. When defining a key term, do NOT use the word you are defining within your answer!

”Obedience is when people obey authority figures”

“Obedience is when people follow orders from authority figures”

2. If you are asked to draw a graph, make sure you include a title, labelled X and Y 

axis and an appropriate scale – i.e. if the data starts at 400, don’t start your axis at 0!

3. Never start a hypothesis with ‘I’! Always start it with “There will be…”

GOLDEN RULE

ANSWER EVERY QUESTION ON THE PAPER!

YOU CAN ONLY GAIN MARKS IF YOU WRITE SOMETHING!

4. Use acronyms to summarise main points of theories – i.e. SPCF (sensorimotor, pre-

operational, concrete operational and formal operational – stages of development)

5. Make your revision material as concise as possible – summarise key studies & theories 

onto flashcards. You could have description on the front and evaluation on the back!

6. No matter how tempting it is, avoid listening to music whilst revising. Studies have 

shown that we have trouble recalling if our physical state is different from when we learnt 

the material (Carter & Cassaday!).

If you use music because other things distract you, find a quiet room without the 

distractions instead.

USEFUL WEBSITES

• https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/ (Use the digital access to the textbook to summarise key 

concepts, catch up on missed work and practice exam questions!).

• https://learndojo.org/aqa/gcse-psychology-revision/ (A website that covers most of what you need to 

know for your exam).

• www.getrevising.co.uk (Make flashcards, revision documents, steal revision material that is already 

made! Just make sure you select the correct exam board [AQA] using the filters when searching).

• https://simplypsychology.org/ (An older website but still relevant! Just a warning – you don’t need to 
know everything on that website).

• https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology/collections (An A-LEVEL website ran by exam performance 

specialists – hundreds of free study notes with the choice to buy extra revision material).

https://illuminate.digital/aqapsychgcse/
https://learndojo.org/aqa/gcse-psychology-revision/
http://www.getrevising.co.uk/
https://simplypsychology.org/
https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology/collections


EXAM TIPS
Use a template like the one below to help structure your 9 mark answers

AIM: What did the researcher want to find out?

METHOD: How was the study carried out?

RESULTS: What did the researcher find?

CONCLUSION: What can the researchers now say about people in general?

EVALUATION PEE  #1: EVALUATION PEE  #2:



EXAM TIPS
If you struggle to remember evaluation, use the prompts below to help!
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# Content

1 A study of conformity: Asch (1955) 

2 A study of conformity: Asch (1955) - AO3

3 Explaining conformity: Social and dispositional factors

4 A study of obedience: Milgram (1963) – AO1 + AO3

5
Explaining obedience: Milgram’s agency theory (social 
factor)

6
Explaining obedience: Adorno’s authoritarian personality 
(dispositional factor)

7 A study of prosocial behaviour: Piliavin (1969)

8
Explaining prosocial behaviour: Social and dispositional 
factors

9 A study of crowd/collective behaviour: Zimbardo (1969)

10
Explaining crowd/collective behaviour: Social and 
dispositional factors

TOPIC 5 – SOCIAL INFLUENCE 
What do I need to know for the social influence topic?



LESSON #1 – A STUDY OF CONFORMITY – ASCH (1955)

EXAM PRACTICE #1

1) Describe the aim, method, results and 

conclusion of Asch’s study into conformity. [4 

marks]

2) Evaluate Asch’s study into conformity. [4 

marks]

3) Describe and evaluate Asch’s study into 
conformity [9 marks]
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ASCH (1955) - CONFORMITY

AO1 DESCRIPTION AO3 EVALUATION

A To investigate how people respond to group pressure. Asch’s research only used males. 
This is a weakness because the 
research doesn’t represent how 

females would have responded. We 
can’t generalise the results to 

females.

M

Asch used 123 American male students in his research 
who believed they were taking part in a different 

experiment. 

The participant was sat in a room with 6-8 confederates. 
The group were then shown two cards. One had a 

‘standard’ line and the other had three ‘comparison’ lines. 

On each trial, the men were asked to say whether line A, 
B or C was the same as the standard line. 

The confederates were told to give the wrong answer, 
even their answers were clearly wrong (unambiguous).

Asch’s research only used 
Americans. This is a weakness 
because the research doesn’t 

represent how other nationalities 
would have responded. We can’t 

generalise the results to the wider 
population just because Americans 

behave in a certain way.

Perrin & Spencer (1980) found just 
one act of conformity among 396 
trials. This is a weakness because 
their research shows that people 
don’t conform as much as Asch 

thought, suggesting he is wrong in 
his theory.

R
The participants gave a wrong answer 36.8% of the time.

75% of participants conformed at least once.

C
People are influenced by group pressure, even when the 
task involves giving a wrong answer. People can resist 

conformity though.

CONFORMITY
When someone’s behaviour or thinking changes 

because of group pressure. The pressure might be 
real or imagined.

Confederates = white circles
Participant = red circle

LESSON #2 – A STUDY OF CONFORMITY – ASCH (1955) – AO3

KEY STUDY - IMPORTANT

KEY STUDY - IMPORTANT


















































































































